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cellent Qualities, that are as Qrnaments 
and Jewels, which bedeck the Breaft of 
the truly Vertuous Woman. 


in the Crown of the Vertuous Wife, who 
is the Glory ofher Husband, the Honour 


of her Age, the Mirrour of her Sex, the 
. beſt eartbly Portion in the World. 

ikewiſe many Examples; as well Modern, 22 
Divine, Queens, Princes, — 
nent for vertue and goodneſs... 7 


aftly,a few Counſels to all len to d 
+ wary in their Choice, if ever would]: 


obain that portion of 


parable Jewel, the Good Wife. 
fo, 3 1.30.F evenr s deceitful; Ne 


it the woman that Fears . | 
n , Awell wiſhit of a benen. 


inted by A. P. Ae e 8 at it 
bree Bibles, on Lg Fe. 1676. 
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Alſo Ten Characters, or rare Jewels, hanging 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
Ourtegu Reader, I here preſent unto thy 
view,a true deſcription and charatter of « 

Vertuous Wife,ſer forth in her proper colours, 

Perhaps thou mayeſt wonder that I would un- 

undertake to write any thing in the defence of 

that Sex, which many have ſpent their railing 
diſcourſes againſtethe more need therefore there 
in that ſomething appear in print for the juſti- 
ing of thoſe whom ſo many condemn: dare you 
ay (becauſe ſo many appear to be bad) that 
none are good ? Examples in all ages, and in 
the wor ſt of times, do at large declare, Famous 

Monuments of vertue, wiſdom, & of all gratis 

to be ſcen in Women, Becauſe ſame ars waitonr, 

dare you ſay all are unchaſt ? Though thert be 
ſome counterfeit Gold, ſo there is ſome thus 

Gold: and though ſome men happen on awith: 

ed diſſolute Woman, yet all do not ſo, Sdme 

thrive by throwing the Dice. As there is droſc, 
ſo there is ſome Jewels : as. there it Gall) ſo 
there is 2 Honey. Therefore condemn not all 
for one, but be adviſed to.be mary in thy choice: 
and be not afraid to lye in the graſs, becauſe's 

Snake lyeth there. Men are net afraid to go to 

Sea, becauſe ſome men are drowned at Sea; nei- 

ther are men afraid to go to bed, becanſo ſame 

men dye in the beds ; ſo be noi afraid ta- 

'Y, berauſe ſame men baue th fortune by ar- 
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The E iſtle to the Reader, 

But behold this Book, and ſee the lively cha- 
dfbor of the Vertnous Wifs, - drawn to the 
Jife.. A Fertwour Woman is a good mans por: 
tion. Ene our. 5 1 2 thy ſelf, 41 4 
time thou mayeſt find to thy 1772 content t he 
"Fare Yewel, 1 .called, A — Wife, which are 
the * wi * of the ä 


= L. P. 


x bere the 8 2 of a wi fe, 


In vertue clad, ſet forth unto the life; 
-For.yood behaviour, modeſty, and wit, 
other graces which her mind befit : 
Aperfall wife, 4 vertuous comely Dame, 
xl Vertuous Woman is ſhe call d by name: 
Meubær enjoys her hath all worldly good, 
22 port ion cloath'd in fleſh and blood. 
„lub got himſelf a pattern fur his 3 
"Fore than 4 woman, den than a wife. 
Beauty affords content but to the eye, 

— illuſtratit what it comerh nigh. 
Theſe are but complements, tis inward worth, 
\T bat only ſets a vertuons woman forth, © 
Co vertnous dame, and ſhew thy inward grace, 
Thy outward carriegegeſture,wit,nd ace : 

- That be who ſees thee may wiſh rere has fate, 
Telha and eye with fuch oven Mate. 
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good portion for good men, 
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A Vertuous Woman a Good Man's Portion. 
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Many Daughters haue done vertnouſly , but 
thou excoleſ them all, 5 


N habt very largely 
rſedof: and — ; 4 of 


Ages and Generations do in abut 


'(2) 
I ſhall therefo2e in the firſt place endeavour 
to lay bete pou the Character of a Uertus 
ous Mile, in nine oz ten particulars : and 
then liabe a few * and wholſome 
Rules fo2 t he pꝛactite ot young men, to at⸗ 
tain the ſubjec, called, The Vertuous Wife. 


1. The firlk Character:ofa good wife, is 
this: She is one that hath the fear of God 
befoze her eyes, though the Daughters of 
Zion be hqughty,and'go with a ſtiff neck, and 
all their actions beſpeak their P2ide : the 
vertuous wife will endeavour in all things 
to keepa conſcience void of offence both to- 
ward God and toward man : though others 
can fin with a high hand, and commit iniqul⸗ 
ties with greedineſs,he dares not, will not 
diſobey God,fo2 fear of that wth t judge- 
ment that is denounced again all thoſe 
who bꝛeak his commands, but ſhe walks not 
as a fool but as wile, Redeeming the time, 


; 5 Mm are evil: ſo in hopes of that 


reward p2omiſed to the obe- 
roy wy the — to the end in every god 
wozk,and will not, though to gain a wozld, 
ett the fear of man over-ſwap,arid over-bal- 
" lance that fear of God which is always, and 
| _ every arcount befoze her * | 
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2, The ſecond 33. of a Uertuous ' 
le, s this; he'l endeavour to live in love 
th, and ubſection to her own Yughand : 
s not ready to render railing fo2 raſling 

 back-biting fo2 back-biting,but follows 
k example of vertuous Sarah, who obeyed 
\brahath,and called him Lord: Though her 


ugband be a daily temptation to her, and a 


if p2ovocation to ſtir up w1ath in her; 
Ge*'s equally ballanced,and will love in 
he midſt of enby:ſhe by her ver tue will con- 
ler all difficulties, and thzow down all 
mptations which might ariſe in her ſpirit, 
0 the doing of any evil,o2 to the commiting 
(any revenge; but is ready to render gad 
02 evil, love fo2 hatred, ſhe is far from the 
pirit of revenge, Ge is reſolved to {ſve in 
e,as Chꝛiſt hath loved her, and given him⸗ 
if fo2 her: the reſolves: to accompany her 
ſer every where, even at ſuch a time 
his Diſciples leff#him: as the Love of 
Hod remains ſure,ſo ſhall her love and ſub- 
ion remain to the end; in the midſt of all 
Ut ion: and in this ſhe is the admiration * 
ul, and a rate pattern as well aq a good 
tion fo2 good men, 


13. The third Character of a Wertuous 
M19; the — is cloathed with the 
- garment | 


(4) 
- garment of humilify, 1Per. 3.3. whoſe adam 
ing, let it not be che outward adozning of 
plating the hafr, oz wearing of gold,oz put- 
ing on apparel, but had rather let it be the 
hidden man of the heart, even the oznaments þ 
ofa meek and quiet ſpirit, which being in 
the ſight of God, of great p2ice, (he deſires 
to be cloathed with it, ſhe deſtres to be founy 
inahumble frame of ſpirit befoze the Lozd, þ 
knowing the contrite and humble ſpirit the 
Lo2d will not deſpiſe : and this is a god 
oznament in a womans bꝛeaſt, and is accom - 
panied with great renown : fo2 while ſome 
lofty loks cannot endure the ſight of a poo? |; 
wꝛetch, the woman adozned with humility, |p, 
will out of the vertuous inclination of her 
ſpirit, endure to be ſerviceable in her plate þ 
generation, and ſhew her piety even to o⸗ bh 
verty:he viſits the pooz, and refreſhes the n 
bowels of the needy, and her Chꝛiſtian pw ⸗ 
dence is ſet befoze her eyes, to make every | 
thing ſeem reaſonable that is aged by her; 
Þumility is a comely oꝛnament in a Wo | 
ls ho hath learned the Katt [it 
4. is one w earned the it 
Jewel, and (incomparable Art of a Chiffian jy 
contenfment:come riches o2 poverty,liberty 
oz reſtraint, honour oz diſhonour , life m 
death tome what will tome, pe hath lrarn o 


(5) 

very effate to be confent: hath God ſent 
a wicked husband, a man of Belial, æman 
veontentions ſpirit c froward diſpoſiti- 
ye by the help of God is reſolved to live 
ubjett ion to him, anVTherefo2e is ready 
give a good example, and grows better, t 
s fin is a wetſtone to her grace, and a me? 
ine fo2 her ſecurity: in this ſhe is the glo⸗ 
ok her lex, and the mirrour of her age, fo2 
hough others have their dafAfics & delight: 
ent is her beſt diſh ; in the want of all 
ctbly comfo2t andenjoyments, the can ſit 
pn With content, and ſay with the Plal- 
viſt; The Lord is my portion, therefore l 
hall not want. She knows that diſcontent 
$a viper in the bꝛeaſt, that ſpits venom in 
te face of God, therefoze reſolves in her ſelf 
inder the over-ſp2eading of this freting 
moſte in her ſoul, and fo continually keeps 
xe ſpirit in an humble frame, not in any 
Qing extolling her own wo2th oz deſerts. 

. A fifth Characer of a vertuous wikfe,is 
patience : hath the croſſes either inwazd 82 
award, ſhe is reſolved to let patience have 
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if ts perfect wozk: A haſty froward ſpirit is 
i ſontemned by her, the had rather follow the 
t |trample of Job, t hen of Jobs wife,though her 
0 p be afflicted, her mind diſtempered, and 
2 row, 


tontinnally ſurrounded with ſoz 


t 


(6) 1 
pet will he wait upon God patiently all her 
appointed time, until her change come, am 
this grace is an enemy to all haſty and rah | 
ſpirits, with grief of ſpirit and trouble of 
heart it is; which When he conſiders that da⸗ 
ring ſpeech of Job's Wife to her husband, 
when ſhe bad him curſe God and dye,fo2 eny 
during thoſe affiictions from the hand of 
God, ſhe would not fo2 a wozld tempt the ik 
Loꝛds patients ſo much, by fo2getting her 
own duty, and wozk of patience in her ſoul, 

6, A Uertuous wife is a Pap of ſobziety 
and modeſty, Stubboznnels & obſtinacy are 
hearbs that grow not in her garden; her 
pꝛide is only to be cleanly, and her thyift is 
not to be pꝛodigal:ſhe ſtoꝛns the company of 
tat. ing goſſips,and is moe (een than heard: jk 
in her face and geſture, and in all actions, you 
may read nothing but vertue. | 


Birth, Beauty, Wealth, unleſs with grace mixt, 
Are too poor things for generous hearts to fix 
Sobriety, and Moleſty in one, 77 
Are Fewels rare which grace the head alone. | 


7. She is very careful of her Domeſtick 
charge. Though wantons e careleſs houls- | 
» wives are gadding abzoad, and wantonizing 
among their Companſons , and care ns; 


-t , — 
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£9) 
end goes toben at home, vet the 
tuous woman, out of the generouſneſs of 
rpirit, is reſolved to be a — to all 
nen, and will be ſo diligent in her dome⸗ 
& charge, that no one ſhall have the leaſt 
ſe to caſt any aſperſion upon her: ſhe will 
very careful to pꝛobide things neceſſary 
"her family,in this the is reſolved to pꝛe⸗ 
e her reputation unſpotted : foz what e- 
r piibate employment ſhe hath ol her own 
is careful firſt about her houſhold charge 
ſee if thing be done in due ozder: 
ping If in all things a pattern fo2 


od houſewives, and is likewiſe an honour 


8. Se is of a pleaſing and ſweet diſpoſiti- 
þ he hates the humours and ill quali 


ide and majeſty. Now the vertuous will 


p no difference between the Knight and 


(8) 
was turned into a Lawzel, after which he 


always woze a Lawrel in his hat, toteftifie 
his Love: | | 
10. A bertuous wife wears pꝛudente and 
dilcretion in all her actions : beauty males 
them but heumane. dut pꝛudente makes them 
- mo2e like divine : if beauty wins them love, 
pjudence makes them woꝛthy ot admiratian | 
' When Theſeus was .expoled to the Mercato, þ 
in the Labozinth ; who furniſhed him with 
means fo2 his delivery, but by the difcretion 
and pyudence of the p2inceſs whom he ſer⸗ 
ved,elſe he had never been diſintaſiglted from | 
thoſe intricate windings. When Jaſon was 
to ſerve as a pꝛey to the furioas Bulls that | | 
kepf the Fleece, was it not Medea that en- 
tt⸗hanted them-and made the pallage free un 
to the Pꝛinte, ta car ry that away which 
none durſt enterpaize. . 99 77 


| * 
In a wozd, the man that enjoys ber, hach 
6 happy pozbion,. @hath great cauſe to bl þ 
fo: his infinite / goodneſs, : fag fn 
im lucß · a comet, a a gaod-UWife, who . 
heo vevtue-canpaeallel,whoſe-gneateſh laar⸗ 
| ng reit aun dichoneiky ne: n 4 
b. . neater chan het owns Go hath cena 
/- © owjjjand ſrels not fupband but nun 
thr gad ot her zune 66: (he (uſzonye 
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n 
he (actions : ſhe doch nothing moze than love 
the the is made up of goodneſs. 


nd fed as ſhe's good, (be likewiſe is di ſcreet, 

es by * aces in her breaſt do — : 

em Wſou!, a body, not a ſoul alone; 

oe, Brdneſs, and wit, and beauty all in ene. 

on | 3 faſt bound in chains behind her lies; © 

luſt and envy from her preſence flies: 
lad on 1 * — rey? __ 
ns beſt beloved, and moſh chiefe ob... 

He that in 5 choice doth meet with ary ey 
May well rejoyce all the days of bus life, 


. 
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rr ſucceeded (though 


| i N 8 
1 t an abſolute 
eie) yet a Piinceſs of 74 | 
REST; incomparable Clementy, and m- 
| 1 3! f : >” 
, wa 1 F 


'C10) | 
matchable godnels, moſt remarkable ver- 
tue) Queen Ann, whom all degrees honours 
ed all nations loved, and no tongue was e. 
ver heard to alperſe with the leaſt calumny, 
and by whom none had ever the leaſt cauſe | 
ofſozrow,unleſs in the lamentable loſs ofſo I 
grave & gracious a P2inceſs, And amongſt |; 
famous women, let g; not fozget the late hoy» | 
ful Lady, the Lady Elizabeth, who fo all R 
pꝛintely vertues was the mirrour ot her age 
t the gloꝛy ot our nationlot Ladies renown- Ig 
ed fo2 chaſtity and other vertues, whole vo⸗ 
lumes are filled with Lucretia, being adul- 
terated by Sextua Tanquinus, after ſhe had 
ſent to her friends to acquaint them with IF 
her \nſurſes, becauſe ſhe would not live to 
be a by-wozd to Rome, and p2eſerve a de- 
fled body fo2 ſo noble a husband, with. a 

knife which he had hid under her garment, |-. 
. Rabbed her ſelf befoze them all. Likewiſe of 

' womeneminent fo2 conjugal love unto their | 
PÞusbands,A have red of one Pandorus, who 
had a beautiful young wife,to whom he was | 
- ardenfly affened : She on a time carneftl 
deſired him to fozbear all Conflics. wil 
the enemy, to endanger both himſelf and 
her to ruine;but he by no means would hears \\ 
ken to her entreaties, which cauſed het 40 
beg of him befoze he went to end her —__ 
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fo2 it, and take her as a rich ird 
ly Poꝛtion, lent you to imp2ov 


and his glozy. 


r. Be careful young men in your cow 
becauſe on if, depends one . 
welfare weed on earth: wi All y! 
joys will be mixt with . ok oz 
Ml hat is a greater cauſe o e 
- here on earth than a vertudus wifey 224 18 0 
tomtoꝛt of South, the ſtaff of Age, a 
a C rown, an — £2 þ ker 7 
Therefoze young men be wary, 
would have joy and comfozt in this —_ 
let it not be enough that r 
face, but ſ& that vertue adozns her t 
fo 9) the pꝛoverb N pꝛobe true ;:UYude a 

falſe heart? 
| cantt not — 
9 as thou g 
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1 5 ball be a com- 
erſte 680 be dba hen fo 
K account ot her as the only 
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. Chute one that is vertuoits,becauſe he 


1 well to the ways of her houſhol d, and 
not the bead pf idlenelg. A vertuous 
ife is a credit to her Yugsband. See the 
of men, eben Solomon = tommenda⸗ 
of a vertuous Moman; fn the lait 

Ch. " e Prov. from ver. 10. to the end: 

a vertuous Woman? For her 
—— is yy above Rubies, The Heart of her 

Husband can ſafely truſt in her, ſo that ſhe 

ſhall have no need of ſpoil, ſhe will do him 

oe not evil all the days of her life: ſhe 
wool ard flax,and worketh willingly 
with ber Hands: ſhe is |.ke the Merchants 
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ſarler ſhe maketh herſelf 10 ajjp taß 
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ſhe lookeih el to the ways 7155 da 
ang eateth riot the re. ad of ii efie 9220 
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75 Favour is ders ful, a van, 
but a woman tl at aye the i 


Thaſe Books i Rowing | 


of vimgll Price unde Printed ſor, 
ſold by L. nit the ws | 
te themidadie ee 
ee Th (3 . 

He wiſe Merchant Hr. The Peerleſs 

Den yd. Dart. ier, of Goch 
Word ina. City of 7 
The Contents of the five Books of Aur, 

Illaſtrated with Pictures. 


The Chriſtians Combate: Or his true Spiri. 
tua warfare byC. Zovie;late Miniſter of Gods 
Word in the City Lind. . 

The- BOOK of — with Prayers for 
Morning anëο²‚ Evening ! Theſe are all but 
three pence a piece. 

1. The * Warning- piece, Or Heavens 
Meſſen By Tho. Robins B. of D. 

2. hs « Chick Guide to Salvation : By 
. KB. W 

3. The Scholars Winter Garment, Or, The 
— Garment of Righteoufneſs, By7.R. Batchelor { 

of Divinity. 

4.A Wonder of worders: Or, Gods people 
the Worlds Wonder, by K. Hengh : a lover 
of the truth. 

5. Gods hatred again fin and mo | 

6. The ſafe way to ſaving knowledge: Or 
$erious Conſideration the way to Salvation 
i 7. 


. N 5 
I e wicked Mans Reward? Or, Anothd 


| Deſcription of the Mercies 


| with fear and 


nert. 
16. Gods Meſſage from Heaven, to Sinners 


fold by T. Paſfnger, fc: 
to Stabborn Sinners. 


4. Englands Golden Leg gacy .: = 2 _ 
owed 


apon this ſinful Nation. s 
9. Now or N rk out your Salvation 


10. Chriſt upon ce Cre, ſaffer ing fog 
poor Sinners. 
11. The School of Learning: Being Prayers 


for Morning acer bei anda a yr des 


the week:with 
with a ſhurx Catechiſm for 
12. The Fa great B 2 
13. England) ſorrow, for miſery. 
14. The poor mans iniſery:Qr,Poverty at- 
tenderh vain Company : Or, u ſerious * ta 


| Repentance. 


15. The Door of Salvation opened , Or, 
A Yoice from Heaven, to uncegenerate dl - 


en Earth: B T. P. B. of D. Z. 
17. The Patience. 
18. The Chriſtians Path. 
19. The Duty of Man. 
20. The age of Man, 
” y bn _— | 
eſe twenty two N= 1 
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